
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E2455 December 6, 2005 
legislature. He soon joined their editorial board 
and quickly became its editorial page editor. 
When the Journal merged with the Oregonian 
in 1982, Jerry continued to serve by joining 
the Oregonian’s editorial board where he 
worked until his retirement in 1991. 

It was upon his retirement, that Jerry’s work 
and service truly began. He joined the board 
of the Oregon Food Bank, and through his 
chairmanship, grew this agency into becoming 
the second-largest food bank in the nation. He 
was passionate about helping those who were 
hungry and in need. Jerry ultimately became 
the voice for those who had no voice of their 
own. 

I am honored to have known Jerry, and 
while he will be deeply missed, I am com-
forted with the knowledge that Jerry’s spirit of 
community service and hard work will continue 
in Oregon. I am fortunate to have his daugh-
ter, Julie Tippens, serving as my Chief of 
Staff, and I extend my heartfelt condolences to 
Julie, her brother Hal, their mother, Helen, and 
Jerry’s sister, Katherine Wiper. 

In conclusion, I would like to submit for the 
record an editorial from The Oregonian that 
highlights the work and legacy of Jerry 
Tippens. 

[From the Oregonian, Nov. 30, 2005] 

JERRY TIPPENS 

THE EDITORIAL WRITER AND ANTI-HUNGER AC-
TIVIST LEFT A MARK DEEPER THAN ANYTHING 
ON PAPER 

Jerry Tippens, who died Monday in Eu-
gene, was a substantial figure in the life of 
Oregon. As an editorial writer at The Orego-
nian and The Oregon Journal, and the last 
editorial page editor of the Journal, he was 
a powerful voice for rural Oregon and for the 
state’s hungry, and a bottomless resource on 
Oregon in the second half of the 20th cen-
tury. 

After his retirement from The Oregonian, 
as a board member and board chairman of 
the Oregon Food Bank, Tippens played an 
important role in building it into the second- 
largest food bank in the nation, with a new 
state-of-the-art facility. Beyond any institu-
tional identity, he was a constant and influ-
ential voice in Salem and around the state 
on behalf of Oregon’s poor and hungry, and 
for parts of the state that don’t always ap-
pear in the media. 

But on the editorial board, he was a col-
league, gentle and persistent, firm on the 
things he believed in—people and planning 
and Cleveland’s prospects in the American 
League—and tolerant of the things he didn’t. 

In many ways, Tippens was an example of 
what editorial writers claim to be. To the 
news of each day, he brought a wide range of 
personal experience, from growing up on a 
Dakota ranch, serving in Korea and covering 
three sessions of the Oregon Legislature so 
closely that the legislators on the Ways and 
Means Committee voted him an honorary 
member. He also brought an always deep-
ening knowledge of Oregon, looking at each 
day’s issues and understanding not only 
what the problem was but how it got that 
way. 

And most importantly, Tippens always had 
the ability to look at an issue—or a politi-
cian’s speech—and see through it to the peo-
ple affected. 

When he retired from the editorial board 
and applied his insight and skills to the dra-
matic growth of the Oregon Food Bank—and 
a considerable improvement in the lives of 
thousands of Oregonians—we were proud. 

But not exactly surprised. 
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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Peter Guise, a resident of Chautauqua 
County for his quest to become the elected 
representative to the twelfth legislative district 
in the Chautauqua County Legislature. Al-
though Mr. Guise was not able to realize his 
dream he has been able to make an impact 
on other’s lives in a different way. 

The campaign trail is a difficult path to take. 
Any person with a dream may enter but only 
a few are able to reach the end. Mr. Guise 
traveled that path with his head held high and 
a smile on his face the entire way, I have no 
doubt that his kind demeanor left a lasting im-
pression on the voters of district 12. 

Mr. Guise has tried his hand in county poli-
tics a couple of times. That is a respectable 
trait to have. Determination to do good things 
for your county is one thing that Chautauqua 
County residents strive for. 

Chautauqua County is blessed to have such 
strong candidates with a desire to make this 
county the wonderful place that we all know it 
can be. Mr. Guise is one of those people and 
that is why, Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor him 
today. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHN H. 
ADAMS 
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OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2005 

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor John H. Adams, a longtime resident of 
the Hudson River Valley in New York State, 
whose tremendous vision and distinguished 
career in environmental protection have left a 
significant and lasting legacy for our entire na-
tion. I am very pleased to recognize and pay 
tribute to Mr. Adams as he celebrates his re-
tirement from the position of president of the 
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
after more than thirty-five years of dedicated 
leadership of the organization. 

John Adams co-founded NRDC in 1970 as 
an organization of public interest lawyers fo-
cused on the development and enforcement of 
emerging environmental laws. As its Executive 
Director from 1970–1998, Mr. Adams built an 
effective and influential non-profit organization 
of lawyers and scientists, which is today sup-
ported by a national membership of more than 
one million people. As president of NRDC 
since October 1998, Mr. Adams has advised 
policy makers and members of industry on the 
growing importance of protecting and con-
serving our nation’s natural resources for fu-
ture generations. 

Mr. Adams grew up on a farm in the Cats-
kills of New York State. He earned a B.A. in 
History from Michigan State University in 
1959, followed by a law degree from Duke 
University in 1962. Mr. Adams returned to 
New York after graduating from law school 

and, several years later, worked as the Assist-
ant United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of New York, during which time he met 
and worked with a number of people who in-
spired him to enter public interest law. 

With the unflinching and invaluable support 
of his wife Patricia, Mr. Adams established 
NRDC and became the organization’s first em-
ployee. Shortly thereafter, Mr. Adams and 
NRDC’s lawyers took on their first environ-
mental case: preventing the construction of 
the Storm King Mountain pumped storage fa-
cility. This historic environmental battle, which 
eventually succeeded in protecting one of the 
most recognizable natural features in the Hud-
son Valley, has been viewed by many as the 
birth of the modern environmental movement, 
establishing important legal precedents and in-
spiring similar citizen efforts throughout the 
country. 

Mr. Adams joined the adjunct faculty of New 
York University’s School of Law in 1972 where 
he taught Clinical Environmental Law for 26 
years. A year later, Mr. Adams reconstituted 
the defunct Open Space Institute (OSI), a con-
servancy devoted to the protection of open 
space, and has served as Chairman of the 
Board since this time, during which OSI has 
purchased or protected thousands of acres of 
land in the Hudson Valley, the Adirondacks, 
and the Catskills. One of the organization’s 
most notable successes was its pivotal role in 
purchasing Sterling Forest, an area now con-
sisting of more than 20,000 protected acres 
between New York and New Jersey, made 
possible through an historic partnership be-
tween the federal government, two states and 
numerous private organizations. 

Mr. Adams serves on the boards of the 
League of Conservation Voters, Woods Hole 
Research Center, Center for American 
Progress and Duke University’s Nicholas 
School of the Environment and Earth 
Sciences. In 1999, he completed his member-
ship on the President’s Council on Sustainable 
Development and his participation in Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s Common Sense 
Initiative. Mr. Adams has received many nota-
ble honors and environmental awards includ-
ing: One World One Child Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award (2005); NRDC’s Forces For Na-
ture Award (2005); the Wilderness Society’s 
Robert Marshall Award (2005); the Natural Re-
sources Council of America’s Award of Honor 
(2001); the Green Cross Millennium Award for 
Individual Environmental Leadership (2000); 
the Judge Lumbard Cup for public service 
from the United States Attorney’s Southern 
District of New York; the National Conserva-
tion Achievement Award from the National 
Wildlife Federation (1999); and the Francis K. 
Hutchinson Conservation Award from the Gar-
den Club of America (1990). In 1998, Mr. 
Adams was named one of the National 
Audubon’s 100 Champions of Conservation. In 
1997, he received the Environmental Careers 
Organization’s 25th Anniversary Award. In 
1991, he received Duke University’s Distin-
guished Alumni Award, and in 1992, Duke 
University Law School’s Charles J. Murphy 
Award. Mr. Adams was also the recipient of 
an honorary Doctor of Laws from Duke Uni-
versity and Knox College and an honorary 
doctorate from Cedar Crest College. 

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to congratulate 
and honor John Adams on the occasion of his 
retirement as president of NRDC after his 
many years of hard work and committed serv-
ice on behalf of the Hudson River Valley and 
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